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God, his

country,

his wife,

his

family

and his

class."

-Jack

London

Saturday

Dec042010

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2010 AT 04:38PM

PSU's Message to OEA
Members at December RA:

We'll Be With You in the
Struggle Ahead

 

One thing  that  is  as  certain  as  death

and taxes is that last month’s election

has  brought  incredible  challenges  to

public education, your union (OEA), and

you  as  educators  and  support

personnel.  Governor-elect John Kasich,

along with the new leaders of the Ohio

House and Senate, have already begun

calling  for  drastic  funding  cuts  and

school district consolidation.  They are

also  already  talking  about  “revisiting”

our  collective  bargaining  law

(Columbus  Dispatch,  11/11/10),  and

have  called  the  system  of  binding

arbitration for grievances that we have

in so many of our contracts “a flawed

system  we  intend  to  take  a  look  at”

(Columbus Dispatch, 11/3/10).

 

But from such difficult challenges also,

and  more  importantly,  comes  an

incredible opportunity—the opportunity

for all of us, together, to stand strong
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as a true union for public education, for

our  students,  and  for  the  collective

bargaining  rights  we’ve  won,  rights

which make our public schools work.  

 

The 110 members of  the Professional

Staff Union (PSU) are ready, willing, and

able to stand shoulder to shoulder with

you  in  this  righteous  struggle.   Our

skills, talents, and support will be there

going forward, as it has always been. 

We  will  work  and  struggle  alongside

you to make sure we capitalize on this

opportunity to keep what we’ve worked

so hard for; and yes, even to press to

make  progress  in  our  fight  for  Great

Public  Schools  for  Every  Child  and

excellent working conditions for every

member.

___________________________________________

“There is no progress without
struggle….”

-Frederick Douglass, 1857
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Tentative AgreementTentative AgreementTentative AgreementTentative Agreement
Ratified; PSU ThanksRatified; PSU ThanksRatified; PSU ThanksRatified; PSU Thanks
SupportersSupportersSupportersSupporters

On September  23,  Members  of

the  Professional  Staff  Union

unanimously  ratifed  the

tentative  agreement  reached

with OEA on September 11.  The

OEA Board of Directors voted to

approve  the  agreement  on

September 25 with a vote of 39

in  favor,  12  opposed,

and one abstaining. 

PSU wants to THANK all of those

who  supported  us  during  the

ten-day  strike.  Your

encouragement, kind words, and

support  were  integral  in  PSU

achieving  a  fair  and  equitable

agreement built on union values!

THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!  

THANK YOU!                               

THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

 

PSU  will  maintain  this  blog,  as

well  as  its  "Friends  of  the

Professional  Staff  Union"

Facebook  page  as  means  of

communicating  with  OEA

members  and  union  brothers

and sisters, so check back often

for new pictures and updates!  
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PSU Donates 375 lbs of Food to the

Mid-Ohio Food Bank 

Anyone  who  visited  the  PSU  Strike

Headquarters  on  Solidarity  Day  knows

that  food  was  just  as  plentiful  as  the

feelings  of  solidarity.   The  PSU  Pantry

overflowed  with  snack  foods,  fruit,  and

assorted  beverages  donated  by  fellow

PSU  strikers,  our  OASU  brothers  and

sisters, OEA locals, and others.

 

When the PSU/OEA tentative agreement

was  announced  the  next  day,  some

questioned  what  would  happen  to  all  of

that  food.   For  PSU,  the  only  logical

answer  was  to  donate  it  to  an  area

foodbank.  
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On September 13, PSU members boxed,

loaded and delivered 375 pounds of food

to the Mid-Ohio Food Bank.  The Mid-Ohio

Foodbank is dedicated to feeding hungry

people by collecting and distributing food

and  grocery  products,  educating  the

community  about  hunger,  advocating  for

hunger-relief programs, and collaborating

with  others  who  address  basic  human

needs. 

 

September has been designated Hunger

Action Month.   Want to do more in your

area?  Join the "Huddle to Fight Hunger." 

Help Kraft Foods reach their goal of giving

away  20  million  meals  to  Feeding

America,  the  nation's  largest

non-governmental, domestic hunger relief

organization. For every person who signs

up  at

www.kraftrecipes.com/huddleforhunger

/home,  Kraft  will  donate  one  meal  to  a

local foodbank, based on zip code.  Keep

the giving going, sign up today!  
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Ohio Legislators
Support PSU
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Four  Representatives  from  the

Ohio House supported PSU during

our  ten-day  strike  by  strongly

urging  OEA President  Pat  Frost-

Brooks to settle the labor dispute. 

PSU  wants  to  thank

Representatives Kenny Yuko (7th

Ohio  House  District),  Kathleen

Chandler  (68th  Ohio  House

District),  Brian  G.  Williams  (41st

Ohio  House District),  and  Robert

F.  Hagan  (60th  Ohio  House

District)  for  courageously

circulating  and  signing  a  letter

recognizing the important role PSU

members  play  in  determining  the

future  of  Ohio's  educational

system.     

 

Click here to read the letter. 

 

Please  support  Representatives

Yuko,  Chandler,  Williams,  and

Hagan  during  the  upcoming  (and

future) campaign seasons! 
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SUCCESS:  PSU REACHESSUCCESS:  PSU REACHESSUCCESS:  PSU REACHESSUCCESS:  PSU REACHES
TENTATIVE AGREEMENTTENTATIVE AGREEMENTTENTATIVE AGREEMENTTENTATIVE AGREEMENT
WITH OEA!WITH OEA!WITH OEA!WITH OEA!

On  the  heels  of  its  successful  "Solidarity

Day"  rally,  the  Professional  Staff

Union  reached a  tentative  agreement  last

night  which could settle the  contract  and

end its  strike  against  the  Ohio  Education

Association.
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The  parties  reconvened  bargaining  on

Friday  afternoon  after  holding  a  rally  to

celebrate union solidarity.  Union brothers

and  sisters  from  across  Ohio  and

surrounding  states  such  as  Pennsylvania,

Indiana  and  Kentucky  joined  PSU  on  the

picket line in front of OEA's headquarters

on East Broad Street.  OEA members also

joined the picket line after the school day. 

Looking  out  into  a  crowd  that  filled  the

sidewalk in front of OEA headquarters, PSU

President  Norm  Young  said,  "Today  is  a

good day for unionism.  The strength and

determination  PSU  members  continue  to

show will win out in the end."  Young is a

26-year  OEA  employee  who  works  as  a

collective  bargaining  consultant  in  OEA's

Columbus headquarters.

Twelve hours of hard bargaining later, the

tentative agreement was reached. 

Young  said,  "I'm  proud  of  the  work

we've  done.   The  fortitude  and  hard

work  of  our  PSU  members  and  all  of

those  who  supported  us  during  this

very  trying  time  is  what  settled  this

contract."

The  tentative  agreement  seemingly

ends PSU's ten-day strike against OEA. 

A private general membership meeting

for PSU members to review the tentative

agreement is being called as soon

possible, which would potentially allow

PSU  members  to  return  to  work  on

Monday.

PSU  looks  forward  to  getting  back  to

serving the members of OEA and thanks

each and every member who supported

PSU  during  the  strike.   Settling  the

contract would not have been possible

without your help!
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